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Captain Henry Wickham, &C. 


Note, That at London ſome aays before the Tryal, Capt. Henry Wickham 
defired a Copy of the Charge depoſed againſt hims, that he might not be ſur- 
priſed, but have his Proofs ready as there ſhould be Occaſion, but Bathurſt, 
the Judge Advocate, refuſed it. Capt. Wickham being able to prove that 
his Lieat. Coleman had ſold Nine of his Men at Barbadoes, deſired to 
know of the Fudge Advocate the Method of bringing an Indittment againſt 
him, and the rather for that he was informed that Coleman was now the 
Evidence apainſt him, but the Judge Advocate's Anſwer was, that there 
was n0 need of it, for the Charge azainſt Coleman would naturally ariſe 
in the Tryal ; becauſe when Capt. Wickham ſhould plead the Loſs of his 
Ship was occaſioned by the want of Men, he would then have a fair Oppor- 
zunity to accuſe the ſaid Coleman ; but notwithſtanding this, the Fudge 
Advocate ſaid at the Tryal that Coleman was now the King's Evidence, 
and whatſoever the Captain had to ſay againſt him ſignified nothing, it be- 


ing not then a proper time to accuſe an Evidence. 


W The TRY AL 


At a Court-Marſhal holden on Board the Britamia ar Spithead, 
the day of April, 1694- : 


Preſent, 


Edward Ruſſel, E\q; Admiral, Lord Berkley, &c. 


Judge Advocate. (7* Wickham. You are brought here to anſwer 


' for the King's Ship The Diamond, wich was loſt 

under your Command, and here are ſeveral De- 

poſitions againſt you; - 7 

Whereupon Lieut. Coleman was called, and his Depoſition read, ( which had —(-{=a; L: 
been penwd with as much Art and Cunning as le ) the Heads whereof” 14; BJ 


were 4s follops ———— _ M honor oy 
1. That Capt. Wickham ſold thirty or forty of his Men to the Merchants 4 4% »-< 55- #4 
Ships at Barbaaves. | i emp mtg = 


2. That he did not order the Ship in a readineſs when the Engage- 


ment approacht. 

3. Ttat hethe ſaid Coleman did adviſe Capt. Wickham to take ſome Men 
out of the ſaid Merchants Ships under his Convoy. 

4. That Capt Wickham came down between Decks, and ſaid we muſt 
take Quarter. | 


8 | Capt. 
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o_ VVickham. I have been denyed- a Copy of my Charge, and I 
2._/, therefore pray 1 may. have time to recollect, before I give an Anſwer 


Z | J PL ROE, C2 > . 
4ar 73...) to thoſe Accuſations. 
,< gp” 


"Ls Gs ms xr, £ x Mr. Ruſſel. Sir, you had time enough to prepare your ſelf for the Tryal. 
Lend 44 54 Capt. rom] "is, This C—_ that has thus accuſed me, ws 
_ very well that 1-would lay the Loſs of the Ship to his charge, for ſelling 
Zn df x4 55 11.91 Nine or Ten of my beſt Men a few dayes before we lefc Barbadoes, as is 
Doo/s rom Ac well known to Coll. Hot and Major De/ava!, who are now ready To at- 
fe 7,5 4 : teſt the Truth of it. 

| Tudae Advocate. He is the King's Evidence, and his Depoſition is good 
againſt you. x0. 

Capt, YVickham, Here is a Paper under this Lieutenants Hand, when 
the Action was freſh in his Memory, wherein he has given a true account 
of the whole Matter, and is contradiftory to what he now alledges, and 
I therefore deſire this Paper may be read. 

Judze Advocate. It ſignifies nothing, he has ſworn to the contrary, what 
he has ſworn 1s to be believed. 

Mr. Ruffell. It ſignifies nothing. 

Capt. YYickham. You do not know what is in it, andI beg it may be 
read, the Action was freſh in their memories when they ſigned it ar St. 
Meloes, it was their voluntary AQ, and they are Witneſſes one for the other. 
fag Advocate. It will do you no good, they are Evidence for the King, 
and they have ſworn to the contrary. 

Mr. Ruſſel{. No, it will do you no good, they have ſworn to the contrary. 
Capt. YYVikham. If it will do no good, I defire however it may be read, 
becauſe it will make them appear to be a pack of Villains. | 

Mr. Reſſel. Come Sir, come tothe Buſineſs, the Kings Ship is loſt, by your 
ſelling thirty or forty men, as your Lieutenant has ſworn ; what have you 
to fay to that ? 7 | 

Capt. YVVickham. I beg liberty ofthe Court to ask Lieut. Coleman a queſtion. 

Court. Ay, pray do. 

. Capt. YVickhaw. Do not you own that you ſigned a Certificate at St. 
Maloes of the Action ? 

Lieut. Coleman. Yes. 

Capt. VVickham. Was it not your Voluntary Act ? 

Lieut. Colmar. I don't know but I might have been detained there, if 
I had not ſigned it. 

LC RE 2 £7 ;--»< Capt. YVickham. Have not you owned lince you came for Ezg1land, that I 
£-1-, -»< /- << behaved my felf with as much Honour in that days Aftion, as any man 
$,24.c) + <> in the World, for that ( as Iam told ) was your Expreſſion ? 

" Lieut. Coleen. I never ſaid ſuch a Word. 

—=_& Capt. Wickham. Then I pray the Court to give me leave to call in three 
2: 44> « Ae +4 Or four Witneſſes, Lieut. Fiber, Lieut, of the St. Michael, Mr. Burchet the 
vas Sr; 2:4) 4+— Admirals Secretary, cc. Who will all certifie they heard him highly com- 
rf 11, je S p; ZZ mend my Behaviour in that Days AQtion, and faid that I was very unjuſtly 

4,5. = abuſed bytheMob. 7 | 
—_ Judge Advocate. Tt ſignifies nothing to call your Witneſſes, nor can what 

_ lay ” any thing to your Advantage, for Coleman is upon his Oath, and 
enies all. 
k. ors 'Reſſel, What have you to ſay concerning your ſelling thirty or forty 
en ! 
Capr. Wickhen. What Men I ſpared to the Merchant-men were their own, 
or in lieu of ſome of thoſeT had taken from them at their firſt coming to Bar- 
badoes, if I had not returned them part, they muſt never have failed from 


thence. . 


UMI 


(3) 
thence. And moreover, their Majeſties Orders are poſitive againſt the dif-* 
abling Homeward-bound Ships, and that upon Miſcarriage in ſuch cafes the 
Captain ſhall be anſwerable for the loſs of them ; but I had Sir Frazc:is Wheet- 
er's Orders to afſiſt all the Ships under my Convoy, as much as was poſſible : ;. ke 7 
Inever took a bribe of any Man, neither did I ſpare above twelve Men a- 7Z...' 14. 4-444 
mong the thirty Ships that came with us from Barbaaves, and thoſe were to 7-4/4, 55» Fx4s 
ſuch as I had diſabled. Ican prove that Lieut. Colemas ſold nine or ten of my ** OX Fn lrbig of 
beſt Men at our coming away, as is well known to Coll. Hole and Maj. De- "+ Hs 
laval, who are both here, and will ſwear to the Truth of it ; uponthis a man "OO 
was called, who ſaid that he and two more were put on board one E/deridge 
at Baybadoes, and that he was told that Captain Wickham had a Reward of 
fifteen Guineas. 
Capt. Wickham. I did put that Man and two more on board that Ship, I 
do acknowledge, but it was by order of Sir Francis Wheeler, and here is un- 
der the Maſters Hand to avouch thatTI had of him no manner of Conſfidera- 
tion for the ſaid Men, but ſpared them to him in Obedience of Sir Francis 
Wheelers Orders. | 
' The Man own'd it was done while Sir Francis Wheeler was there. | 
Then the Gunner's Depoſitions. were read,jwhich agreed with the Lieute- ,,/ , ” 4 
nants, that the Ship was not in ſo good a condition to receive the Enemy *” 2A 4c; lb 
as ſhe ought to have been, and by the Captains Negle&; and that he the faid a" 2 4 4. 
Gunner ſpoke to the Captain five or fix times to get more Guns out below, ;,_ 4 .#- 
and that the Captain replyed, No, it lignified nothing, only put out four /:,7./ © 
more to windward. 
The Carpenters Depoſitions were read, that the Captain did not order 
more Ports to be kaockt open than the Gunner ſpeaks of. 
Mr. Reſet Why was net your Ship in a Readineſs when the Enemy 
approach : 
"Tn Wickham. IT ordered the lower Guns to be run out, fo far as a Gun 
before the Main-Maſt, which was a great many more thanT had hands to 
manage, and if more Ports had been opened, not having Men to defend 
them, it would but have expoſed us the more to the Enemies ſmall ſhor, 
having many Occaſions in time of Battle to run forward for Powder and 0- 
ther neceſſaries at ſuch a time ; and beſides, it was-giving them more breach- 
es to enter in at, when they boarded us : This was what I was cautious of : 
And the Enewies made themſelves Maſters of thoſe ports we had open, for 
want of Men to defend them, as ſoon as any other part of the Ship. A fort- 
night before we come, near the Channel, I ordered all the Sea-meants Cheſts | 
into the Hold, all the Cabbins to be knockt down upon the Gun-Deck, - PI 
that all might be clear ata minutes warning, and this very Gunner, as' - ood Yon th 
well as my Lieutenant, hath often ſaid to me, that we were in ſuch a read 4, -- + 4 GA end, 
neſs, that it was impoſſible we ſhould be ſurpriſed by an Enemy. I fſeve> ..."/4 2 / oy 
ral times told chem and the other Officers, that if any thing they could - #----, + ---- 
think of in the Ship were out of Order, they ſhould acquaint me with it, //,,.,;..7 4 44-3 
and if we had had ſucceſs, they would have remembred the careI took at all _-- / wm 
times to have my Ship ina readineſs to enter upon Service. They both own | re 4 __* 
thatT ordered 'them to manage the Gun-Deck, and that to be their Charge, 
and all the Men to their Quarters there, and yet they have ſworn that I would 4 
not fuffer more than five or fix Guns to be put out; we were engaged three - y 
quarters of an hour before we were boarded, and tor them toemploy for- -, / , 4-4 7 - 
ty of ſuch hands as we had at four Guns or fix, is ſomewhat ſtrange, hav- ./ 4-7" 7:5, 4 
ing twenty ſpare Guns by them, which chey chemſelves might have run -...-:-: £4 47 
our in a minute, or as many of them as they could have managed. Iap- 4. 4: Eer "4 
pointed my Lieutenant and Gunner to do the beſt Service they could o_ £ nol —_ cn 
| _ £23. AE £7 arts 
Fneh , con fled Hom f 


a Flea? fe lav >; 
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£ that Deck, and ifthere was not Service done, it was their fault and not 
mine. [ managed the upper Deck to the utmoſt of my Power, withour 

any aſſiſtance ; my Maſter was bed-ridden, the Eldeft Lieutenant diſtra&- 
ed, and in a little time the chief Mate was blown up ; and if this Lieute- 
nant and Gunner had not more Guns below out, ( altho' they had my 
expreſs order for it ) they ſhould have come. up upon Deck, and help'd 
to have defended the Ship there, but Coll. Holr, Capt. Garth, Capt. Hutch- 
inſon, aud my felf, were left alone, as they are ready to certifie, after we 
were boarded by the Ship of forty Guns, and three hundred Men, and en- 
tered by Ninety at leaſt; they can likewiſe witneſs whether this Lieutenant 
and Gunner came to aſſiſt us with any of the Men they had with them, tho? 

I called to them ſeveral times,and did what I wasable to get them toour aſſiſt- 

ance, but they thought themſelves ſafe, and very well knew upon whom the 

blame of all would be laid. If they had been the Men they pretended to be, 
they would have done ſomething extraordinary with the Men they had, 
| and if they had not done it out of their Zeal for the Service of their King and 
Countrey, yet I did verily believe the favour I had ſhown them would have 
inchned them to have ſtood by me in ſuch an Exigency, and not have left 
me to ihift for my ſelf. Capt. Garth can teſtifie, that when he and I retreated 
upon the Gun-Deck, in hopes to joyn ſome of our Men there : We found the 
Enemy was centred, and we ſaw not belide the Gunner above three of our 
Ships Company. | 
Mr. Ruſſel. Why did not you take the Menout of the Merchants Ships ? 

Capt. Wickham. The Merchants Ships in our Company were ſo weak, 
that I ſhould have run a great hazard in diſabling them at Sea, for the Ene- 
my having two good Ships, and the Advantage of their ſailing, one of them 
 __ _, might have kept me in play whilſt the other had taken all the Merchant- 
"x 4 5 7 Men, and then I muſt have been accountable for their loſs, the Mer- 
=, / = chants would have ſaid two Privateers would never have attempted a Man 
ow. A #4 of War and a Fire-ſhip, tho*I had been ill manned. But beſides this, moſt of 
"29 1 17) them kept to windward, and at ſuch a Diſtance that my Boat mighc have 
#4 / been intercepted by the Enemy, and then I muſt have ſuffered for ſending a- 

7... 22.44. ,{- way the Boat at ſuch a time with ſo many Men. 
© <p 28 5p Judze Advocate. Why did you go down between Decks, and tell them 

/ they muſt take Quarter ? 

Capr. Wickbam. Coll. Holt, Capt. Garth and Hutchinſon, can all teſtifie, 
$ that I was ſo far from asking quarter, that I ſtood with thoſe three Geatle- 
Hf if ny ::::45n4 men in our Steerage,till at laſt having neither Officer nor Seamen to ſtand by 
G9. eg Re its me, forty French Men were in tlie Great Cabbin, Coll. Hor, and Capt. 
509-4 de Holebinſos were ſeiz'd in the Steerage, and Capt. Garth and my ſelf leapt 


- w_ me gfe French Men, one of which he killed with his Sword, I wounded another 
53 £m», Of them, and then were we preſently blown up, and both ſuffocated, as 
bl (4.9D notdony, the ſaid Captain Garth will teſtifie upon his Oath. 
£5) 2 4, +4332 Then the Purſers Depoſition was read, purporting, that after the Ship 
f 2g 2p was engaged, he retreated into the Forecaſtle with ſeven or cight Men, 
po ne} jor a> {or ang defended that till he heard the Captain had taken Quarter. 

_ :- Another Man depoſed, that he ſaw Captain Wickham in the Hold, after 
| the Ship was blown up between Decks. 

Mr. Reſſel/, What have you to ſay tothis Captain ? + 

- Capt. bays I beg leave to ask this Man ſome Queſtions. 

. Court. Ay, Ay, 
Capt. Wickham. At what time did you ſee me in the Hold ? 


(5) 


Man. After the Ship was blown up between decks. 

Capt. FVickham. Will you ſwear to what you ſay ? 

Judge Advocate. He has taken his Oath, 
Capt. YVickham. Where was Coll. Holr, Capt. Hutchinſon and Capt. 
Garch, when you ſaw me in the Hold ? 

May. Coll. Holt, Hutchinſon and Garth were between Decks. 

Capt. YVVickham. Will you ſwear to that ? 

Max. I have {worn it. 

Capt. YYVickham. It is as true, thatI was in the Hold, as that they were 
between decks, I therefore pray the Court to take Notice what this Fellow 
fays he has ſworn to, and examine Coll. Hole and Capt. Hutchinſon, 
Whether they were between Decks in my Ship in that days ACtion. 

Mr. Ruſſell. It ſignifies nothing ro ask them. 

Court. Call Coll. Holt and Capt. Hutchinſon, which was done. 

: _ Was Capt. YV/Vickham in the Hold atter the Ship blew up between 
ecks. - ; 

Coll. Hol: and Capt. Hutchinſon. We were both ſeized by the Frexch in 
the Steerage in the Captains Preſence, before the Ship blew up berween 
decks, and we declare, that neither of us were between decks in Capt. 
VVickhams Ship that day, but upon their ſeizing of us, the Captain jumpt 
trom us down between decks, and Captain Garth followed him. 

Court. Capt. /Vickham have you any thing more to ſay to this man ? 

Capt. /VVickham, Yes, Thope the Court will take notice he is forſworn, 
aad beſides, I have his Hand and all theirs that have ſworn againſt meto 
contradict what they have ſaid, and have Evidence ready to make it ap- 
pear thar moſt of my Officers owned - for the firſt Month after they came 
tor England, that they had ſigned and lett a Paper in my Hands, contain- 
ing a true account of the Attion, and that while they ſpeak well of me, 
chey were in danger of having their bones broke, and could not have Pre- 
ferment, I therefore again pray that this Paper ſo ſigned may be read. 
Conrt. Read that Paper. - 

Clerk reads as follows. 

We the Officers and Seamen belonging to their Majeſties Ship The Dia- 
mond, ao teſtifie, that on the 20th. of September, about 11 in the morning, 
we engaged with two French Frigats, one of forty Guns, the othey of thirty 
four, that of thirty four engaged us firſt t0 the windward nigh an hour, within 
half Muſquet ſhot, in which times ſhe killed and wounded us ſeveral Men, the 
other boarded us upon the Lee-quarter, having on board him two hundred and 
eighty men, they entred us in the Gun Room, great C abbin and Quarter-deck, 
where we fought them above half an hour after they were entred, and cut down 
aur Colours, having fifty of our beſt men killed and wounded, and not above eighty 
men well on board when we began, ſeveral being wery weak with the flux, our 
Company with boys not exceeding one hundred and forty ; we were ſo weak at laſt, 
and their number (o great, that one after the other as they ſeized us took quar- 
ter, beins almoſt ſuffocated with their Stink-pots and Granaao-ſhells, which they 


hove in at the ports and holes they tore with their great Guns in our quarter. VVe. 


ltkewiſe declare, that our Captain to the uttmoſt of his four did Enconrage us, and 
defend their Majeſties Ship,as long as it was poſſible with ſo weak anumber as remaiu- 
ed, to which we ſubſcribe our hands the. 27th. of September, 1069 3. 
Robert Colemam, Lieuz. Robert Hemmens, Boar/wazp, 
Joha Shales Thomas Urſgate, Carpenter. 

| to the Number of Forty Nine. TY 

When half the Paper was read, Captain Wickham interrupted, and ſaid — 

Capt. /Vickbam. I hope, Gentlemen, ou will allow the Kings Ship was 


fought 
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(6) 
fought for, where there was fifty two killed and wounded out of eighty, 
and you will find when my Witneſſes are cafled, their Declaration will agree 
with this Paper, which is a true account of the Attion.. : 

Mr. Ruſſel. Sir, You are not to fortell what your Witneſſes will ſay for 
you, they ſhall be heard, when we have done with the Kings Evidence. 

Two or Three of the Ships Company were called. 
= ©: Court. What have you to ſay againſt Captain Wickham ? 

7 4 Two or Three of the Ships-Company. We believe our Ship was loſt for 
want of Good Condu& in the Captain, for that he ſeemed to be in great 
F diſorder and conſternation. 

FAROENS, F BY Capt. Wickham. 1 think it very hard that my Swabbers ſhall be asked 
=... "IP "-{ how behaved my ſelf in that Ation, when there were indifferent Per- 
1-2. « ./.., ſons, and Men of Honour on board, who were great Sutferers by our Mil- 
/ Þ 4. £4 fortune; they are here, and Idefire the Court will hear their Declarations. 
+4 G11. Court. Call Coll. Hor. He appeareth. 

, Court, What account can you give as tothe Loſs of The:Diamond. 

| Coll. Holr. Sir, To my Knowledge Capt. Wickhans did his utmoſt en- 

F deavour to defend the Ship as long as it was poſſible, and they wrong 
1 him who fay ro the contrary. I remember very well, after we were boerd- 
: ed by the Philippo, upon the Starboard-quarter, the Captain order'd every 

Body to their cloſe quarter, and Capt. Hutchinſov, who was ſhot thro? 
the arm, Major Garth and my felf retired along with the Captain off 
the Quarter-Deck into the Steerage, the Frexch at the ſame time entering 
at the Gallery in the great Cabbin ; we defended the Steerage as long as 
it was poſſible ; I verily believe the Ship that boarded us had forty Guns, 
and three hundred Men, and ar the ſame time the Captain had no body to 
ſtand by him but the Gentlemen which Ihave named, tho? he endeavour- 
ed what he could to get more men to our aſſiſtance, We had ſome 
Powder fired in the Steerage by- their Granado-ſhells, which almoſt 
{uffocated us, and I ſaw it was to no purpoſe for us to pretend to hold 
out much longer, unleſs we had had more men, being at that time not a- 
bove four or five to defend the Steerage, the reft of the Men being run 
away : The great Cabbin was fall of the French, who were|then entering 
in every where, the other Ship of thirty ſix Guns within half Piſtol ſhor 
upon our Weather bow. In this Condition Capt. Hutchinſon and my ſelf 
were ſeized on-by the Frexch, both of us took quarter, and the Captain 
and Major Garth jumpt down between Decks. I ſaw a Declaration ſign- 
ed by Capt. Wickhaws Officers and Sea-men at Sr. Males, which gives a 
true Account of the AQtion, it expreſſes the Men we had Killed and 
Wounded, and alſo the weak Condition we were in when we began to 
Engage. If the Captain of the Fire-ſhip had atted his part, I verily be- 
lieve we ſhould not have miſcarricd in that dayes Attion. 

Mr. Ruſſel. Coll. Holt is a Land-man, and thoſe that are the King's Evi- 
dence, being Seamen, arc better Judges in ſuch a Caſe. 

Court. Withdraw. 

Court. Call Capt. Hutchinſon. He appears. 

Court, What can you ſay as to the Loſs of The Diamond ? 

Capt. Hutchinſon. When we ſaw the Enemy firſt in the Morning, 1 

: heard the Captain order the Ship ſhould be cleared, and all things ready 
1774 1/44 19 engage, he immediately brought too, to ſtay for the Merchant-men, 
» FM 6 o o . . - v 

7 © 4, and made them a Sign to give Notice to them to clear their Ships ; I 
7). 4 ::». heard Capt. VVickham call to Capt. Perry in the Fire-Ship to keep cloſe 
A NAA under his Lee-quarter, within call, and when we made the two Ships 


\_,)plain to be French-men, the Captain ordered all the Ships Company -up- 
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. Ing us, ordered every body to their cloſe Quarters, and at that time I took 


| in the two Ships the French had five hundred good men. 


(7) 


on Deck, told them to this effect, that they had now an Opportunity to 
do their Majeſties Service, added, that the Enemies Ships were {mall ones, 
and we mult tight a dozen ſuch as they were ; he took particular Notice 
that none of his Men were drunk, and drank their Majeſties Healths to 
thent, afterwards ordered every Man to his Quarters. I remember one of 
the Ships came firſt upon our Larboard-ſide, pretty near, and we fired 
warmly one at the other for a conſiderable time, and I obſerved this Ship 
did us very muck Damage : Then the other of forty Guns, and I verily 
believe three Hundred good Men, fired their Broad-lide in our Star-board 
quarter,and boarded us there ; preſently after the Gaptain upon their Board- 


Notice, that upon the Quarter-deck, where I and the reſt- of the Land- 
Officers were with Capt. Wickham, there were not above five left but were 
Killed or Wounded, the Enemies ſmall-ſhot did us ſo much damage there. 
Coll. Ho!r, Major Garth and my ſelf, along with the Captain, retired into 
the Steerage, which place we defended as long as we could. Major Garth 
guarded che great Cabbin-door with a Blunderbuſs, it being then in the 
Enemies poſſeſſion : Their Granado.jheels fired-ſome Powder in the Steer- 
age, which almoſt fuffocated us all ; and I obſerved the Captain received 
much Damage at that time ; there was no body but the Geatlemen I 
have named, anda Boy along with us, beſides what were diſabled, tho' the 
Captain did his utmoſt Endeavour to get more to our affiſtance, the great 
Cabbin being full cf the French, Coll. Holt and my ſelf ſeeing there was no 
poſſibility ot any longer reſiſtance, being ſeized on took quarter. Captaia 
VVickham and Major Garth leapt down between Decks, 1 verily beleive that 


Mr. Ruſſel interrupted Captain Hutchinſon in his Declaration, and ſaid 77 
he was a Land-man, and not a proper Judge of Sea-matters. » ie. 
wy Fog Hutchinſon. Sir, I had Eyes, and could ſee who fought, and who 
id not. 
Court. Withdraw. 
Court. Call Major Garth. 
Maj. Garth. I deſire to be Sworn. 
Tudge Advocate. Sir, you are to declare what you know without being 
ſworn, ſince you are not an Evidence for the King. 
Maj. Garth. I ſaw Capt. VVickham all the Action, and know he did as 
much as was poſlihle to defend their Majeſties Ship, after we were: board- 
ed by a Ship of forty Guns, and three hundred Men, by the Captains Or- 
ders we retired to our cloſe Quarters, and there was not one of his own 
Men ftood by him, or was along with us in the Steerage, beſides Coll. 
Holt, Capt. Hutchinſos wounded in the Arm, my felt and a Boy, tho' 
the Capt. endeavoured as much as he could to get more to our aſliſtance, 
the Great Cabbin was then full of Frexch Men, who entered at the Star- 
board-gallery, which they laid open with their great ſhot. . I defended 
the Cabbin door with a Blunderbuſs as long as I was able, till ar laſt 
they ſeized Coll. Hor, and Capt. Hutchinſon at the ſame time : Capt. 7 ,- , Te” 
Wickham and I jumpt down between decks, in hopes to joyn with ſome / ---- Uo — —_ 
of our Men there, but the firſt we met with were four Frexch Men, who /--+<<4 ++ - Is) 
asked us to take quarter, but we engaged with them; and I my elf kil- EOW7 1 
ſed one, and threw another of them towards Capt. Wickham ; and in this /-- 7 7 PL 
condition we were both of us blown up, and quite ſuffocated. 1 do like- --< - - << 22 
wiſe declare, that I did not ſee befides the Gunner, above three of our -*--- = PE £4 7.4 
men upon the Gun deck, and whoever ſays that Capt. Wickham did not /”; _ 2.4 
to the utmoſt of his Power endeavour to defend their Majeſties Ship, "L. S446; Rc 
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(8) 
as long as, any body ſtood by him, wrongs him to the greateſt degree 
in the World. 

Court. Captain Wickham, have you any more Evidence ? 

' Capt. Wickham. Yes, I have Evidence enough to prove the truth of the 
Paper ſigned by my Officers at St. Males, and that they ſtood to it a 
Month after they came for Exg/and, but for the Reaſons aforeſaid rhey 
durſt not ſpeak well of me, and I therefore pray my Witneſſes may be called. 

Judge Advocate., Captain Wickham, your Witneſles as to this matter fig- 
nitie nothing, the Kings Evidence have {worn the contrary. | 

Capt. Wickham. If you will not ſuffer my Witneſſes. to be called, who 
are ready to prove that my Officers have been corrupted ſince they came 
into Ez2land,-I pray that you will call in Coll. Hor, Capt. Hutchinſon, 
and Capt. Garth, who were inditierent Perſons in the aCQtion, and hear whar 
they have to ſay in favour of thoſe men, who are Evidence againſt me :; 
They have already declared that Idid my utmoſt Endeavour to defend their 
Majeſties Ship, as long as I had any to ſtand by -me. 

Mr. Ruſſe/. They are the Kings Evidence, and need no Mans Certificate. 

Court. Captain Wickham, have you any mote to ſay ? | 

Capt. Wickham. No,it you deny me ſuch reaſonable requeſts, I have nothing 
farther to ;deſire, only that the Court will conlider that fifry two men be- 
ing killed out of eighty is an Argument that the Kings Ship was fought 
for ; this was atteſted}at St. Maloes!by all the Ships Company that re- 
mained, and I have given their Declaration |aiready into the Board under 
their own. Hands. I have ſomething to ſay againſt Capt. Perry, the Com- 
mander of the Fire ſhip, and I defire I may be heard when he is called in, 
upon which Capt. Perry was called, and after his Officers were Examined, 

_ Capt. Wickham was ſent for. | 

Mr. Ruſſel. What have you to charge Capt. Perry with, Capt. Wickham ? 

Capt. Wickham. Sir, Capt. Perry might with eaſe have interceptcd the 
French's boarding of us, it he had but kept in-the Station I ordered him, 
which was to lye cloſe under our Lee-quarter, within Call; and that was 
my Orders to him, in the hearing of his Ships-company as well as mine ; be- 
ſides, I made no Sail but our Top-ſail half-maſt, that he ſhould have no 
Excuſe for being out of the way. | 

Capt. Perry. I was in the ſtation you ordered me to lye in. 

Capt. Wickham. If you were, then you quitted it to the Enemy, for we 
were boarded upon the ſame quarter I ordered him to lye, which they 
could not have done without being on board of him, if he had been in 
his ſtation, as he pretends he was ; I appeal to the Court-Marſhal, whether 
it was poſlible for the Enemy to have boarded us where they did, if Capt. 
Perry had not ſheered from them as they paſt him. 

Capt. Perry. You were to have made me a Sign with your Sprit-ſail 
Top ſail, which I have to ſhow under your hand. 

Capt. Wickham. Yes, I own it, but you well knew that was in caſe Icould 
| ', © not ſpeak with you before we engaged; if ſo, I was to have made you the 
7 ES GA ſign you ſpeak of, but this caution was added to my Orders, that Acci- 
"7 HF; / dents might mn which might hinder us from making the fign afore- 
Z 153 2 £: 4, aid, therefore when we ſaw an Enemy, I ordered him to uſe his utmoſt 
Z 1 0. £4, $44 Endeavour to get within call of me and that I would then appoint him 
Z: ..- JI. Aftation, where I thought it moſt proper : He likewiſe knew, I chievy de- 
>, 4 + 3. pended upon his intercepting the Enemies boarding of us, if he ſaw them 
£4. 4 Cremy nid attempt it, and that was my Orders to him, and his not doing it was the 
on, mor W/H loſs of our Ship : Nay, his own Maſter prompted him to board the Ene- 


al ew yroefas they paſt him, which I can prove ; Gapt. Perrys anſwer was, he _ 


- Perry did me in that unhappy days aCtion, and I hope the Court-Mar- 
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(9) 
not be Fool-hardy, and at the fame time commanded the Helm, a 
Weather, which I think was plainly ſheering ſrom them, his Maſter 
likewiſe minded him of our weak condition,. and told him to this EffeQ, 
that the Enemy had four times our number on board, and would certaia- 
ly carry us, if he did not endeavour to intercept them ; at this time the 
other Ship of thirty ſix Guns, and ewa hundred men, lay within half Piſtol- 
ſhot, uporr our Weather- bow, which Capt. Pexry could nor but fee. But 
beſides all- this, not. half an hour before we engaged, he ſent his Boat on 
board me for @ barrel of Powder to prime his Ship, which was a great - F. J. 
Token of his Readineſs to go _ Service, when he had concealed his - Act! did 
want of Powder till that time of 'day, tho? he had ia our paſlage, I am ©* Þ nol %, WY. 
certain, been twenty ſeveral times on board me, without making the leaſt _ _—_ "£4 
complaint of any manner of want ; neither did he ſo my as open his -- 7777 W/1 
Sally-port, which the Frexch declared themſelves, that if they had ſuſpet- 4+ Gp Mrs LAY 
ed him to have been a'Fire-ſhip, they durſt not have attempted what they * nol ma feng ws 
did. The Ship that Boarded us paft by Capt. Perry without fo much as Gnuby trig mi_g = 
firing on ſhot, great or ſmall, at him, neither had he one man hurt in the ,_2Z4,4-*.-, 444 
Attion : He knew I had not above eighty well men in the;Ship, and mighe 
have reaſonably concluded we muſt needs have ſome of them ſhot down 
in that time, the Ship of thirty ſix Guos having then engaged us near 
three quarters of an hour, within half Piſtol ſhot, and the Phillipo which 
paſt him and boarded us, had forty Guas, and three hundred and odd men, 
they were plain enough to be ſeen by Capt. Perry, for they were mann'd 
half ſhrowds high, as thick as they could ſtand on the contrary fide to 
him, ready to enter us as ſoon as they got on board. I am certain Capt. < 
Perry cannot pretend they blinded him with the ſmoak of their Guns, 
as they paſt by him ; for, as I ſaid before, they did not fire one great Gun, 
or ſmall one at him, but juſt as they boarded us, fetched a large ſheer, and 
fired a whole broad-ſide in at our quarter. This was all the Service Capt. 


ſhal will take ir into their conſideration, and likewiſe pleaſe to conſider 1 
how impoſſible it was for me to have the Ship better mann'd then we Fo pt y, 
were, after ſerving four years in a Country ſo lickly, that two died out £4 45--o- 
of three on board all the Ships that came-into_thoſe parts, in that time. Aden any SI ;F 
Beſides what I have already faid to Capt. Perry's Charge, I can prove 4-9 » 544 
he had Sugar and Rum on board, to the value of three or four hundred <4 47 4c 
pounds, which was no ſmall temptation 'to him to preſerve his Ship, for 
the ſake of ſo conſiderable a Cargo. | 

Court. Withdraw. | 

After an hours conſideration, Capt. Wickham was called in. Sls (24h 

Mr. Ruſſe/. Capt. Wickham, the Court-Marſhal has befriended you, they *2.. 4 240 Ae, 
have ſentenced you ten years Impriſoament, and to pay a Thouſand pounds -/4- 4% 


to their Majeſties. | Ze] if toy 1h," 
Note that in the whole Court-Marſhal there were thirty four Com- Soho =; 


manders againſt, and fourteen for Capt. Wickhams ſuffering Death. | F; i 
Capt. Perry ſentenced. the ſame with Capt. Wickhaw, notwithſtanding a ener 


there were twenty four of the Court-Marſhal for his ſuſlering Death, an | 
but twenty five againſt it. | 


=. - Extract 
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Extra&t of a Court-Marſhal, held on Board their Majeſties 
Ship the Brittania, at Spithead, the 3oth. of Aprill, 1694. 


Captain Henry Wickham, /ate Commander of their Majeſties Ship The 
Diamond, was accuſed for the Loſs of the ſaid Ship, by ſurrendrins her to. 
the Enemy, ſhe being taken by two French Privateers on the 20th. day of Sep- 
tember laſt, off Cape Clear oz the Coaft of Ireland, after 4 ſiric# Enquiry 
znto the aforeſaid Charge, and the examination of many W itneſſes upon Oath, it ap + 
pear'd to the Court, that Capt. Wickham did not aſe fit means to man his 
Ship out of the Merchants Ships, andalſo that he was wanting in his Cundutt 
in the Defence of his Ship, and that he falls under the tenth Article, but in 
regard ſeveral Officers of the Army, who were on Board him aid teſtifie that 
the Diamond was very thinly manx'd, and that they had alſo many Men kilPd 
and wounded, and that the men forſook their Quarters before ſhe was ſ[urrendred ; 
the Court does reſolve that Capt. Henry Wickham: ſhall be only fined One 
Thouſand Pounds to the King, and that he be impriſoned for the Space of 
Ten Tears. © | 
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